Circles of standing stones, single standing stones and rows of 
standing stones are not unusual in themselves, but the way in 
which they are combined at Callanish is unique. The circle with 
its tall central stone, single rows of stones to the East, South 
and West and with two stone rows forming an avenue to the 
North superficially resemble a Celtic Cross — but the Callanish 
stones were set up long before the Christian era. 


The land had been farmed before the first stones were erected 
here about 4000 years ago. Over the centuries other stones 
were added and some stones were even removed! 


When the climate worsened about 1500BC, peat began to form 
and probably the stones were not used any more for recording 
movements of the moon — or for ceremonial purposes. By the 
last century peat had grown to a depth of 5 feet, so that only 
the tallest stones were visible. Villagers cut some peat for fuel 
and in 1857 the rest of the peat was removed by Sir James 
Matheson revealing the cairn and stones less than 5 feet tall. 
One stone found lying down was stood up in concrete and 
Victorian ‘improvements’ were made to the cairn. 


Within a few miles of the Callanish Standing Stones are more 
stone circles, stone rows and single standing stones. They 
form the Callanish Complex — a group of 20 or more sites. 


It is well known that at Stonehenge the midsummer sunrise 
was marked by the stones. At Callanish, the various sites have 
stones marking rising and setting positions of the moon but 
not the sun. 


For more information about the Callanish 
Complex and other prehistoric sites on Lewis see:- 


New Light on the Stones of Callanish 1984 G & M Ponting 
The Stones around Callanish 1984 G & M Ponting 
Achmore Stone Circle 1981 G & M Ponting 
A Mini-guide to Achmore Stone Circle 1984 G & M Ponting 
A Mini-guide to Shawbost Stone Circle M Ponting 
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A MINI-GUIDE TO wae 
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THE CALLANISH STONES 


Isle of Lewis by Margaret R Curtis 


Midwinter at Callanish 


This is an easy guide for use when visiting the stones. There is 
unlimited access to the Callanish Standing Stones, but please 
remember when visiting that the Island respects the Sabbath. 


The top of this stone was broken off 
between 1860 and 1885. The author 


found the tip in a wall and itisnow 


stuck back in place. 


The circle has 13 stones from 8 to 13 
feet high, unevenly spaced around a 
flattened ring. Inside the circle the 
tallest stone at Callanish is 16 feet 
high. It weighs about 5% tons. The 
greenish-black lump of hornblende 
crystals high on the East side is 
natural. Look out for them on other 
stones. The stones may have been 
chosen deliberately because of the 
hornblende lumps. 


The tomb or cairn was built in the 
circle long after the other stones were 
put up. 


Notice that the 3 flat faced stones 
form an obvious line with the end 
stone set differently like the fullstop 
at the end of a sentence. This is 
common to many stone rows so it 
may have had some meaning to 


This stone stands alone outside the 
circle. It lines up with the stone just 
to the Northeast of the circle and they 
marked a special moonrise. Seen 
from this stone the moon rose above 
the other stone a few times every 18% 
years. 


This row of stones runs due South 
from the tallest stone inside the circle. 


stood here at the end of the avenue 
and watched the moon set into the 
circle as it did on rare occasions in its 
18% year cycle. The midwinter sunset 
was probably watched from here, 
rather than from the circle area. 


h It is probable that prehistoric people 
lad 


North 


West East 
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This stone is not part of the circle or 
the avenue but lines up with the stone 
outside the circle to the Southwest. 


This stone was lost for 
over 100 years. M and 
G Ponting found it 
0 lying in the ground in 
Ss} =" 1977. It was re-erected 
in its true prehistoric 
position in 1982. 
Stones that have been 
under the peat 
become bleached like 
this. 


Dh esscomanrg 
This small stone was set here, in 


concrete, by the Victorians . Its true 
prehistoric position is not known. 
Lore has it that it was broken by a 
drunk waiting for a boat. 


On the hillock Cnoc an Tursa try to 
see the other stone circles in the 
Callanish Complex. Two are less than 
a mile away to the Southeast across 
the water. 


